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Anew species of Amblypomacentrus is described from the South China Sea off Vietnam. 
It differs from congeners in scale and gill-raker counts, slightly protruding snout, and 
coloration. This is the first record of this genus from the mainland Asia. 
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Amblypomacentrus Bleeker, 1877 is a genus of 
diminutive Indo-West-Pacific damselfishes char- 
acterized by the following combination of features: 
body deep; snout, preorbital and suborbital scale- 
less; notch between preorbital and suborbital ab- 
sent; margins of preopercle and suborbital weak- 
ly serrate; teeth uniserial, somewhat incisiform; 
dorsal spines XIII; no projecting spiniform rays 
at caudal base (Allen, 1975; Allen & Adrim, 2000). 
Under fishes collected from Vietnam by the Sovi- 
et-Vietnamese joint biological expedition in 1985, 
I discovered two specimens agreeing in principal 
characters with this genus, but clearly distinguish- 
ing from two other known congeners, A. brevi- 
ceps (Schlegel & Müller, 1839) and A. clarus Al- 
len & Adrim, 2000, in several important charac- 
ters mentioned below. This material is described 
herein as a new species. Formerly, this genus has 
not been recorded from the mainland coast of Asia. 
Specimens are housed in the Zoological Museum 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences, St.Petersburg 
(ZIN). 

Standard ichthyological counts and measure- 
ments were made following Hubbs & Lagler 
(1958), with additions by Allen (1975). Counts 
and measurements of the holotype are given first, 
followed by these of the paratype in parentheses. 
A map of exact places of catching, and some eco- 
logical and behavioural comments for coexisting 
reef fishes were given by Dgebuadze (2001). 


Amblypomacentrus vietnamicus sp. n. 
(Figs 1, 2) 


Holotype. ZIN, no. 53059, SL 24 mm, Vietnam, east- 
ward of N’achang City, South China Sea, Che Island, sta- 
tion 8, sample 4, 30.XI.1985. 


Paratype. ZIN, no. 53060, SL 25 mm, Vietnam, east- 
ward of N’achang City, South China Sea, Che Island, sta- 
tion 7, sample 5, 29.X1.1985. 

Diagnosis. A species of Amblypomacentrus 
with 16 tubed scales in upper lateral line, 3 scales 
between upper lateral line and mid-dorsal, 8-10 
developed rakers on lower arm of Ist gill arch, 
slightly protruding snout, and characteristic col- 
oration (see description below). 

Description. D XIMI, 11 (XMI, 12). AU, 12 (II, 
12). P ii, 16 (ii, 16). V I, 5 (1, 5). C I+8+7+I 
(I+8+7+I). Transverse scale rows between clei- 
thrum and caudal-fin base 28 (28). Scales in up- 
per lateral line 17+1 (21), of which 16 (16) are 
tubed. Scales in lower lateral line 13 (12). Three 
scales between upper lateral line and mid-dor- 
sal; 2!/, scales between upper lateral line and 1st 
dorsal-fin spine. Cheek scales in three rows. Cir- 
cumpeduncular scales 10 (10) in number. Se- 
lected measurements: in % of SL: head length 
(HL), 33.3 (32.0); greatest depth of body, 45.8 
(44.0); least depth of the caudal peduncle, 13.5 
(12.0); caudal peduncle length, 18.8 (16.0); pre- 
dorsal length, 41.7 (42.0); pre-anal length, 66.7 
(70.0); pre-pelvic length, 37.5 (40.0); dorsal-fin 
base length, 39.6 (40.0); anal-fin base length, 20.8 
(21.0); pectoral-fin length, 29.2 (28.0); pelvic- 
fin length, 29.2 (28.0); in % of HL: snout length, 
25.0 (25.0); eye diameter, 37.5 (37.5); interor- 
bital width, 31.3 (31.3). 

Body deep, 2.2 (2.3) times in SL. Dorsal pro- 
file of head markedly rises from tip of snout to 
occiput. Snout slightly protruding. Lips well-de- 
veloped, but not hypertrophied. Teeth uniserial, 
somewhat incisiform. Preorbital and suborbital 
naked; suborbital crenulate. Notch between pre- 
orbital and suborbital absent. Margin of preoper- 
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Figs 1, 2. Ambypomacentrus vietnamicus sp. n., holotype. 1, habitus; 2, head. 


cle weakly serrate; other opercular bones smooth. 
Dorsal part of head scaly to about level of mid- 
distance between anterior and posterior nostrils; 
snout mostly naked (Fig. 2). 8-10 developed rak- 
ers and few rudiments on lower arm of Ist gill 
arch. Dorsal and anal fins with scaly sheaths. 
Distal tips of soft dorsal and anal fins weakly 
filamentous. Pelvic fins inserted under pectoral- 
fin base and extended to anal-fin origin. Pelvic 
auxillary scale very long. Caudal fin with emar- 
gination, but distal lobes damaged in both spec- 
imens. Upper and lower edge of caudal-fin base 
without projecting spiniform rays. Two lateral 
lines on body. Upper lateral line runs from supr- 
acleithrum to about mid-length of soft dorsal-fin 
base, nearly on a half-way between mid-body axis 
and dorsal contour. Lower lateral line originates 


at the level of uppermost tubed scale, extends to 
caudal-fin base. All scales ctenoid. 

Colour in life unknown. Preserved specimens 
are brownish, with lips, iris, pelvic and anal fins 
blackish; pectoral fins pale. Irregular dark spot 
on soft dorsal fin. Upper margin of caudal pe- 
duncle with small blackish spot. No light spots 
on fins and body. 

Comparison. The new species differs from its 
congeners in the characteristic coloration, ab- 
sence of distinct black bands and/or light (pearly 
white in life) spots on body and fins, but pres- 
ence of a blackish mark on the soft dorsal fin 
and a black spot on the upper margin of caudal 
peduncle. In contrast to A. breviceps and A. cla- 
rus, the new species has slightly protruding snout 
and better-developed lips. In addition, 4. viet- 
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namicus differs from its congeners in having 
more scales between upper lateral line and mid- 
dorsal (3 vs. 1!/,), slightly less of tubed scales in 
upper lateral line (16 vs. 17), and much smaller 
gill-raker count. 

Remark. Apparently rare fishes, occasionally 
associated with sea anemones. 
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